'TWELFTH NIGHT.'
207
actually thought " low " or vulgar, on the same principle that Tony Lumpkin's ale-house friend could not abide anything low. Such humours were resented. So much for the ignorant, ill-mannered section of the audience.
It was argued indeed by critics that Irving's Malvolio was somewhat too much in earnest, and therefore was liable to be accepted by the audience as a serious person, actually in love with his mistress, which with his eccentricities and oddities became an impertinence. Whereas, as Lamb says, by imparting a quaint humor-ousncss, the audience sees the absurdity of the jest and is amused. Klia, indeed, always insists that the actor of such " fantastical" parts should hint to the audience, slyly as it were, that he is only half in earnest.
It might be said, too, that the piece was somewhat overlaid with scenery, and too weak and airy for such a burden. A lovely scene, for instance, was the opening one, displaying the sea-shore and the red sunset, a vast " set " embracing a goodly portion of the stage ; yet this was merely to introduce Viola, who had been set on shore, the whole incident being trivial and unimportant, and not lasting more than two or three minutes. The audience in such cases always feel that the end is too trifling for the means.
A most delightful sense of pure natural comedy was induced by the likeness between the Tonys, brother and sister, who had a sort of Shakespearian elegance in their bearing. But this did not availld be seen, was almost unintelligible to "the general": they took him for some " crank," or half-cracked being,   appearing  in  his  night-cap, etc. Sir Toby and Sir Andrew and their rollickings werety. There were several large theatrical parties. The most noticeable was the one given by Miss K. N. Green, which included many attractive ladies. Ex-Attorney-General Brewster was the centre of quite a large party in the orchestra, including several ladies. A very beautiful bevy was the party given by Miss Hattie Fox, daughter of George S. Fox, which numbered thirty-five. They all had seats in the orchestra circle. Some of the most fashionable people had to be content with seats up-stairs, and there was one party of young ladies in the family circle who were in full dress and went direct in carriages at the close of the performance to the dancing class. Altogether, such a notable and brilliant first-night audience has not been seen in the Opera House for many years." 'ovation,' as it  is called, which greeted the ,                            veteran as he presented himself in a small character. flat surface ; they diminish   ;
